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[Your Name] 
[Your Address] 
[City, Province, Postal Code] 

[Date]

[Councillor Name] 
[Their Office Address]

Dear [Councillor Name],

I am writing as a resident of [municipality] to ask for your support in ensuring that data centre development in our community happens with public transparency, proper oversight, and community input before decisions are made.

Residents deserve timely, accessible information about what is being proposed in our communities, what the infrastructure implications are, and how decisions are being made on our behalf.

It is also worth noting that not all data centre facilities are the same. Cooling systems vary considerably: some use outside air, some rely on evaporative cooling which consumes significant volumes of water, and others use closed-loop systems with very different water consumption profiles. These distinctions matter for how a facility affects local infrastructure and the environment, and they are not always clearly disclosed in planning applications.

I am asking you to consider the following:

1. Mandatory community consultation before approvals

Large-scale data centre facilities have significant implications for local water systems, electrical infrastructure, and land use. Residents should have a meaningful and accessible opportunity to ask questions and provide input before applications are approved, not after decisions have already been made.

2. Clear public disclosure of environmental and infrastructure requirements

Planning applications for data centre facilities should include publicly available information about projected water consumption, electricity demand, and servicing requirements, including a clear breakdown of infrastructure costs and how those costs are allocated between the developer and the municipality. This information is directly relevant to the public interest and should be made available as a standard part of the application process, not withheld until a resident knows to ask for it. 

3. Zoning frameworks that reflect the realities of modern data centre development

Many municipalities are currently evaluating data centre applications under zoning definitions that were written before hyperscale facilities existed. I encourage you to consider whether existing zoning categories adequately reflect the scale, infrastructure requirements, and community impact of modern data centre facilities, and whether a dedicated zoning classification would better serve residents and planners alike.

4. Regular and accessible public updates throughout the approval process

As applications move through the planning and approval process, updates should be communicated in plain language and made genuinely easy for residents to find. Posting technical documents in municipal planning portals without proactive public notification is not sufficient.

I recognize that land use planning involves many competing priorities and that councillors work within complex regulatory frameworks. I am writing to help ensure these developments happen with the transparency, accountability, and community engagement that residents deserve and that responsible development requires.

Thank you for your time and for your public service. I would welcome the opportunity to continue this conversation.

Sincerely,

[Your Name] 
[Your Email Address] 
[Optional: Your Phone Number]

